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earth. All the early travellers were struck by the
display of wealth, and our rising industries were
obliged to be protected against Indian competition.
Aurungzib's renewal of the poll-tax on Hindoos,
which had been abrogated by the wise tolerance of
Akbar, was a most oppressive measure politically,
and the system of farming the revenue again assumed
dangerous and most harmful proportions towards the
close of the dynasty; but it remains true that during
the time that we were slowly working our way from
being merchants to conquerors, Injdia remained a
wealthy country, with a revenue enormous in com-
parison with that of any European State, and with
apparently a great power of rebound from any tem-
porary misfortune, such as a Mahratta rising or an
Afghan invasion. Nor should we overlook the fact,
that in spite of much cruelty and rapine, the rivalry
of the states and rajahs, the display of native courts,
the magnificence of native architecture, gave a life
and colour to the whole people such as is unknown
in British India of our time.

This capacity of rapid recovery from disaster,
which has been remarked before by all observers as
a striking characteristic of India in the period prior
to our invasion, was undoubtedly due to the perma-
nence of the village community. The village com-
munity or township was the unit of early Aryan
civilisation, as the gens was the unit of the social
system in the Gentile organisation of savagery
and barbarism. It formed, and in many districts still
forms, a complete organism in itself, which can be
grouped with, but never absorbed by, other similar
organisms. The primitive communal arrangements